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Abstract 

This research looks at the close connection between indigenous identity and the strong impact of global modernization in 

today’s 21st century. As we all know, in our country, many government-led development projects—like big mining work and 

large infrastructure plans—are slowly entering ancestral lands. Because of this, tribal communities are facing a serious 

challenge between moving forward economically and protecting their traditions and heritage. The study follows a case-study 

method, using field observations and simple interviews with community elders to understand the social, economic, and 

cultural changes happening within these groups. The findings show a clear change in social systems, where traditional 

community-based ways are slowly being replaced by more formal state systems. This shift often brings what we can call 

“cultural leveling,” where commonly seen among Indian people, unique knowledge of nature and local languages start 

fading, making way for a more uniform global identity. At the same time, the study also notices a growing mix, or “hybridity,” 

where tribal youth are using modern tools like mobile phones to raise their voice for land rights and to record their culture. 

In the end, the paper suggests a “Middle Path” for development. Instead of forcing communities to fully adjust, it supports 

policies that focus on “integration with dignity.” By encouraging models like eco-tourism and tribal entrepreneurship, 

modernization can be shaped to meet indigenous needs. This way, development can happen without losing the deep cultural 

roots that have existed for generations. 
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Marginalization, Ethno-ecology 

 

Introduction 

The idea of indigenous identity talks about communities 

that share a deep and long-standing connection with a 

particular land. As we all know, in our country, these 

groups have lived close to nature for generations. In the 

past, they worked in a self-governing way, following 

their own customs and rules instead of depending on 

outside state systems. This kind of living was not 

“backward,” as commonly seen among Indian people, 

but a thoughtful way to protect their independent and 

balanced lifestyle. Today, this traditional way of life is 

facing a serious challenge. The fast growth of state-led 

industrial projects is creating pressure on these 

communities. Many tribal lands are rich in natural 

resources, which makes them easy targets for 

development activities like large mining projects, big 

dams, and wide highway construction. As a result, many 
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people are forced to leave their homes, losing both their 

emotional and economic roots. This situation clearly 

shows a clash between the country’s economic growth 

and the basic rights of tribal people to protect their culture 

and environment. Now the main question comes in front 

of us: how can these communities enjoy modern benefits 

like better healthcare and proper education without losing 

their cultural identity? In many cases, modernization 

comes in a way where it feels like people have to accept 

everything or nothing. This often leads to the loss of local 

languages and traditions. 

Modernization, no doubt, is a global reality that we 

cannot avoid. It brings many benefits, like reducing child 

deaths through improved healthcare and giving more 

knowledge through education. But at the same time, this 

discussion highlights that without proper and inclusive 

policies, such changes can lead to what we call “cultural 

leveling.” Cultural leveling means slowly removing 

differences between cultures and making everyone 

follow a similar global lifestyle. When this happens, we 

do not just lose traditions, but also valuable knowledge 

about nature and sustainable living that tribal 

communities hold. To avoid this loss, development 

should include the active participation of these 

communities. Policies must give them the power to 

control their own resources and use modern technology 

in their own way. True progress does not mean forgetting 

the past. Instead, it should create a balance where modern 

tools help in protecting, not replacing, traditional 

identities. Only then can we ensure that development 

becomes a shared benefit for all, rather than something 

that only a few people gain from. 

Objectives of the Study 

• To document the traditional socio-

political structures of the selected 

indigenous community. 

• To identify the primary agents of 

modernization (e.g., NGOs, government 

schemes, digital media). 

• To analyze the shift in tribal economy 

from barter/subsistence to wage labor. 

• To suggest strategies for "inclusive 

development" that respect indigenous 

autonomy. 

Literature Review 

In earlier studies in India, we can see a clear difference in 

opinions on how the government should deal with tribal 

groups. Verrier Elwin, a well-known anthropologist from 

the mid-20th century, suggested what he called the 

“National Park” policy. He believed that quick exposure 

to modern markets and outside religious influence could 

harm the cultural and moral life of tribal people. So, he 

supported a kind of protection, where tribes could live 

separately and continue their own traditions and art 

without outside pressure. On the other side, G.S. Ghurye 

gave the idea of “Assimilation.” He did not see tribal 

groups as completely separate, but as part of the larger 

Hindu society, though less developed, as commonly seen 

among Indian people in older views. According to him, 

keeping tribes isolated would only increase poverty, and 

real progress would come only when they fully join 

mainstream society. Even today, this debate is important 

when policies are made between giving autonomy and 

applying common national rules. When we move from 

social ideas to economic impact, Dependency Theory 

helps us understand modernization in a deeper way. This 

theory says that development in cities and industrial areas 

often happens at the cost of rural and tribal regions. When 

big projects like mining or timber work enter tribal lands, 

local people usually do not get much financial benefit. 

Instead, such development allows outside companies to 

take natural resources. Slowly, the tribal economy, which 
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was once self-dependent, becomes dependent on low-

paid jobs and unstable markets. This creates a cycle 

where tribal communities support national growth but 

continue to face poverty and neglect. 

In recent studies, scholars have started using the idea of 

“Internal Colonialism.” This means that even after 

independence, the state sometimes treats its own tribal 

areas like colonies. Resources are taken away, and the 

voices of tribal people are often ignored by central 

powers. To deal with this, modern researchers highlight 

global frameworks like the United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Unlike 

older ideas, this approach focuses on rights such as self-

determination, where tribes can decide their own future, 

and FPIC, which means no project should begin on tribal 

land without their clear permission. Today’s scholars also 

say that real modernization should respect traditional 

knowledge. Instead of seeing tribal practices as a barrier, 

they are now seen as helpful, especially for sustainable 

living and dealing with climate problems. In this way, 

development and tradition can go together, rather than 

working against each other. 

Methodology 

The study of indigenous communities needs a special 

method that gives more importance to cultural 

understanding rather than just numbers and data. As we 

all know, in our country, every tribal group has its own 

unique way of living. So, this kind of approach helps in 

capturing their real life properly, without changing or 

misrepresenting their experiences. It focuses more on 

depth and meaning, instead of only looking at broad 

statistics. For this research, the Case Study method is 

used. Here, the focus is kept on one specific tribal region, 

like the Santhals in Eastern India, the Maasai of East 

Africa, or the Yanomami in the Amazon. By doing this, 

the researcher can closely understand the social and 

economic life of one group. This method allows a 

detailed study of how modernization is affecting their 

traditions, land rights, and family systems within a fixed 

area. To get a full understanding, the study collects 

information from different sources. Field observation is 

one important part, where the researcher spends time in 

the community and watches daily life, farming practices, 

and social relations directly. Interviews with elders are 

also taken, as they share stories, traditional knowledge, 

and their views on present changes. Along with this, 

documentary analysis is done by studying government 

data and official reports, to compare what is planned by 

the state and what people actually experience. Doing 

research in tribal areas requires strong ethical care. One 

main point is informed consent, where every person 

should clearly know the purpose of the study and agree 

to take part willingly. Also, the researcher must 

understand the difference between public knowledge and 

sacred practices. Some rituals and traditions are private, 

and commonly seen among Indian people, these are not 

meant to be shared openly. Respecting such limits is very 

important, as it avoids cultural misuse and protects the 

dignity and privacy of the community during the research 

process. 

Analysis of Tribal Transformation 

In earlier times, tribal societies depended on their own 

community systems for learning and decision-making. 

Many groups had youth dormitories, where young people 

stayed together and learned traditions, survival skills, and 

values through daily life. Now, these are being replaced 

by formal schools. While schools give education and 

scientific knowledge, they often do not include tribal 

history or traditional wisdom. In the same way, 

traditional tribal councils, which worked through mutual 

understanding and customs, are losing their role. Instead, 

formal systems like panchayats or municipalities are 

taking control. This change often shifts power away from 

local elders to government officials, which can create a 
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feeling of distance and disconnection among tribal 

people. One of the biggest changes is seen in the 

economic life of these communities. For many years, 

tribal groups lived as forest dwellers, depending on 

hunting, gathering, and simple farming for survival. But 

now, with industrial growth and strict land policies, they 

are losing access to their traditional lands. Because of 

this, many people are forced to leave their homes. They 

move from being self-reliant caretakers of nature to 

working as migrant labourers. This shift, commonly seen 

among Indian people in such situations, often brings 

unstable jobs, lower respect in society, and the loss of 

traditional knowledge linked to nature. Language plays a 

very important role in preserving culture, but today it is 

under serious threat. Younger generations are slowly 

shifting towards widely used languages like English or 

Hindi, mainly for better job opportunities and due to 

media influence. As a result, local tribal languages are 

fading. When a language disappears, it also takes away 

unique knowledge, healing practices, and folk traditions, 

leaving a gap in cultural diversity. The spiritual life of 

tribal communities is also changing. Earlier, most tribes 

followed animism, where nature itself was seen as sacred, 

with spirits living in forests, rivers, and mountains. This 

belief naturally supported care for the environment. 

Discussion 

For the younger generation in tribal areas, modernization 

brings a confusing situation. On one side, city life, 

regular jobs, and digital access are seen as a way out of 

poverty. In many remote places, traditional farming or 

hunting is no longer enough, especially as environmental 

damage reduces resources. So, for many young people, 

moving towards modern life means better opportunities, 

respect, and personal freedom. But at the same time, this 

shift also feels like a loss of roots. Choosing modern 

lifestyles, languages, and jobs often means moving away 

from family traditions and community life. This creates 

an inner struggle. The wish for better income and comfort 

clashes with the emotional need to stay connected to 

culture. In the end, many feel stuck in between, not fully 

part of their traditional world or the fast-moving city life. 

Technology is often blamed for weakening culture, but it 

is also helping tribal communities in new ways. Today, 

mobile phones and social media are playing an important 

role in raising awareness and protecting rights. Instead of 

only using technology for entertainment, many 

communities are using it in meaningful ways. They 

create digital maps to protect their land, organize protests 

against harmful projects, and record their songs, stories, 

and languages. In this way, technology becomes a 

support system. It does not replace tradition but helps in 

protecting it. It also gives tribal groups a chance to share 

their voice with the wider world. 

Another important area is health. The entry of modern 

medicine, like vaccines, antibiotics, and surgery, has 

improved life expectancy and reduced child deaths. This 

is clearly a positive change. There is also a downside. As 

people depend more on modern medicines, traditional 

healing knowledge slowly disappears. Tribal healers 

have deep understanding of forest plants and natural 

treatments, which is now being lost. Along with this, food 

habits are also changing. Earlier, people depended on 

natural forest-based diets, but now processed food is 

becoming common. This change, commonly seen among 

Indian people today, is leading to health issues like 

diabetes and blood pressure. So, the real need is to find a 

balance. Modern healthcare should work together with 

traditional knowledge, so that people can stay healthy 

without losing their roots. This discussion shows that 

modernization is not only harmful or only helpful. It has 

both sides. While it can disturb traditional systems, it also 

brings new opportunities. The aim should be to let tribal 

communities make their own choices. In this way, 

progress can happen without completely leaving behind 

their past. 
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Findings 

One major finding is the rise of a hybrid identity. 

Indigenous communities are not just living in the past; 

they are slowly building a new social space for 

themselves. Many tribal people still respect their 

traditional values, like sharing within the community and 

protecting forests. At the same time, they are also moving 

towards modern goals, such as learning digital skills, 

getting formal jobs, and taking part in politics. This mix 

shows that being indigenous today means managing both 

traditional and modern worlds together, creating a unique 

cultural balance that is not easy to define. Even with this 

strength, the study also shows clear signs of cultural loss. 

Both stories and data point to a sharp decline in many 

traditional practices. Traditional crafts like weaving, 

pottery, and metalwork are slowly disappearing, as cheap 

factory-made products are becoming common in local 

markets. In the same way, folklore and oral traditions are 

also fading. With elders passing away and younger 

people shifting towards digital entertainment, these 

stories are being forgotten. As commonly seen among 

Indian people, this loss is not just about culture but also 

about losing valuable knowledge about nature and life. 

Lastly, the study points out serious gaps in government 

policies. Many development programs follow a top-down 

method, where decisions are made without asking the 

local communities. Because of this, such projects often 

fail, as they do not match the community way of living. 

For example, private land systems do not fit well with 

tribal ideas of shared ownership. Ignoring these social 

values leads to division instead of real development. For 

better results, future policies should focus on 

participation. Tribal communities should be treated as 

equal partners, not just as people receiving benefits. Only 

then can true and meaningful development take place. 

 

 

Conclusion 

The changes happening in indigenous communities in the 

21st century show a deep shift in their traditional way of 

life. As we all know, in our country, modernization is not 

just about roads or buildings anymore. It is now affecting 

the basic systems of social life, economic survival, and 

even language. While these changes bring useful benefits 

like better communication and healthcare, they also 

create a risk. The rich knowledge of nature and balanced 

living, which these communities have followed for 

generations, is slowly getting disturbed. The most 

practical way ahead is to follow what we can call a 

“Middle Path.” This idea does not support complete 

isolation or forced adjustment into modern society. 

Instead, it talks about integration with respect and 

dignity. In this approach, modernization should be 

shaped according to the needs and social life of tribal 

communities, rather than forcing them to give up their 

identity. Real progress happens when indigenous people 

themselves take decisions about their future, choosing 

what modern practices to accept and what traditions to 

protect. To make this balance possible, development 

plans should focus on models that support and empower 

communities instead of taking advantage of them. One 

useful idea is eco-tourism, where local people manage 

tourism activities. Visitors can learn about tribal culture 

and nature, while the community earns income and also 

protects its environment and traditions. Another 

important step is promoting tribal entrepreneurship. This 

means encouraging businesses owned by tribal people, 

based on traditional crafts, forest products, and natural 

farming. This helps them earn money while keeping 

control over their culture. 

 

 

 



 

Research Article Education  Volume : 1  | Issue : 3 | March 2026 

 
 

Sequel Education & Research Journal (SERJ)                                                          Page| 6 

References 

Coldham, Simon. "The Effect of Registration of Title 

Upon Customary Land Rights in Kenya." Journal of 

African Law, vol. 22, no. 2, 1978. 

Culshaw, W. J. Tribal Heritage: A Study of the Santals. 

Gyan Publishing House, 2004. 

Culvert, P. "Internal Colonization, Development and 

Environment." Third World Quarterly, vol. 22, no. 1, 

2001. 

Das Gupta, Sanjukta. "Imagining the ‘Tribe’ in Colonial 

and Post-Independence India." Politeja, vol. 16, no. 59, 

2019. 

Demmer, Ulrich. "Contested Modernities in the 'Tribal 

Zone': The Post-colonial State, Adivasi Politics and the 

Making of Local Modernity in the Northern Nilgiris 

(South India)." Journal of Social and Cultural 

Anthropology, vol. 133, no. 2, 2008. 

Elwin, V. (1939). The Baiga. John Murray Publishers. 

Frank, A.G. (1966). The Development of 

Underdevelopment. Monthly Review Press. 

Ghurye, G.S. (1943). The Aborigines—"So-called"—and 

Their Future. Gokhale Institute of Politics and 

Economics. 

Joseph, A., and B. Beegom. "Cultural Genocide Among 

Tribals: An Excrescence of Development Induced 

Displacement." Heritage: Journal of Multidisciplinary 

Studies in Archaeology, vol. 5, 2017. 

Kantai, Parsalelo. "In the Grip of the Vampire State: 

Maasai Land Struggles in Kenyan Politics." Journal of 

Eastern African Studies, vol. 1, no. 1, 2007. 

United Nations. (2007). United Nations Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. UN General Assembly. 


